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CITY OF JEANNETTE

ZONING HEARING BOARD

MINUTES – March 16, 2022
6:00 p.m.


CALL TO ORDER: Cris Lowstuter at 6:07 p.m. 
PRESENT: Cris Lowstuter, John Cramer, Richard Radomski, Lois D’Orazio
ALSO PRESENT: Solicitor Matt Schmizzi, Court Recorder Ted Wawrzyniak, Zoning Officer Bill Whetzel, Board Secretary Benjamin Walker 
ABSENT WITH CAUSE: Patty Caralli
AGENDA: March 16, 2022 
A motion was made by Radomski and seconded by Cramer to accept the agenda as presented. 

- All present were in favor
MINUTES: January 19, 2022 
A motion was made by Cramer and seconded by Radomski to accept the minutes from this date as presented. 

· (3) Yea: Lowstuter, Radomski, Cramer

· (1) Abstention – D’Orazio

· (0) Nay

· Motion Passed 
CITIZENS: No citizens chose to speak at this time.
COMMUNICATIONS: No communications at this time.
OLD BUSINESS: No old business.
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Election of Jeannette Zoning Hearing Board Officers.
A motion was made by Radomski and seconded by Cramer to open the floor to elect the Zoning Hearing Board Chairperson.
- All present were in favor
Radomski nominated Cris Lowstuter to be the Zoning Hearing Board Chairperson and Cramer seconded.
NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED:

A motion was made by Radomski and seconded by Cramer to close the election for the position of Zoning Hearing Board Chairperson.

- All present were in favor
A motion was made by Lowstuter and seconded by Radomski to open the floor to elect the Zoning Hearing Board Vice-Chairperson.
- All present were in favor
Lowstuter nominated Richard Radomski to be the Zoning Hearing Board Vice-Chairperson.
A motion was made by Cramer and seconded by Lowstuter to close the election for the position of Zoning Hearing Board Vice-Chairperson.
- All present were in favor
A motion was made by Radomski and seconded by Lowstuter to open the floor to elect the Zoning Hearing Board Secretary.
- All present were in favor
Lowstuter nominated Lois D’Orazio to be the Zoning Hearing Board Secretary and Radomski seconded.

A motion was made by Radomski and seconded by Lowstuter to close the election for the position of Zoning Hearing Board Secretary.
- All present were in favor
A motion was made by Cramer and seconded by Radomski to accept the results of the elections for officers of the Zoning Hearing Board.

- All present were in favor
NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED:
Case advertised February 28, 2022 and March 7, 2022 - site posted March 1, 2022 

2. Appeal #22-04: Kenneth Morris, 611 Bullitt Avenue, Jeannette, PA 15644 is requesting a variance to Zoning Ordinance 17-07 Article 2, Section 2.7.8 to construct a carport in the Urban Center District as an accessory structure on a vacant lot within the setback requirements the property located on 212 South 7th Street, Jeannette, PA 15644 TAX MAP No. 14-01-16-1-020.
This property is located in the Urban Center (UC) District according to the Zoning Map as part of the Zoning Ordinance. According to Zoning Ordinance 17-07, Article 2, Section 2.7.8, accessory structures require a primary structure and may not be constructed within five (5) feet of the rear and side property lines.
CASE DETAILS:

· The applicant, Ken Morris, was sworn in.
· The applicant explained that the carport is meant to store his pontoon boat to keep it safe from the elements.
· The applicant further explained that the structure previously on the lot was demolished due to fire damage.

· Cris Lowstuter asked how the applicant intended to access the carport.

· The applicant explained that he would enter from either the front or the rear of the premises through alley access.

· The applicant explained that the carport would be anchored with four (4) foot long mobile home anchor screws.

· Bill Whetzel explained that these screws would be sufficient to secure the canopy of the carport.
· Rich Radomski inquired as to the plans for items to be stored in in the carport.

· The applicant explained that only the pontoon boat would be stored, as there is no room for anything else.

· The applicant explained that he cannot store the pontoon boat on his primary residence, as there is not enough space to accommodate.
· Rich Radomski inquired as to the location of the structure in relation to the sidewalk.

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED:
· The applicant explained that the carport will be about 2.5 feet from the sidewalk.
· Richard Radomski asked about curb cut requirements for a driveway leading to the carport.

· Matt Schimizzi explained that there is no requirement for a curb cut unless the applicant wishes to install a driveway and cut into the curb.

· Bill Whetzel explained that he would coordinate with City Engineer Ed Antonacci for curb cut requirements if the applicant chose to apply for a curb cut.

· Matt Schimizzi explained that the applicant will be responsible for the condition of the curb and the sidewalk.

· The Board acknowledged that the current sidewalk is old and that the curb is already rather low.
· Exhibit A was introduced into the record as drawings of the planned structure.
· John Cramer asked if there would be any utilities added to the property.

· The applicant explained that he did not plan to install any utilities due to a lack of funds to add them.
· Lois D’Orazio asked about drainage on the property.

· The applicant explained that there would be no draining installed.

· Rain water and excess water will flow into the other yards and 

· The applicant further explained that washing the pontoon boat will occur at his primary residence, due to water access.

· The applicant explained that the pontoon boat would rarely be washed and would not be done on this property, as there is no water access.

· Executive Session called at 6:27 PM to deliberate.

· Cris Lowstuter called the meeting to order to resume the hearing at 6:43 PM.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY RADOMSKI AND SECONDED BY CRAMER TO GRANT THE APPLICANT A VARIANCE TO ZONING ORDINANCE 17-07, ARTICLE 2, SECTION 2.7.7 AND SECTION 2.7.8 TO CONSTRUCT A CARPORT IN THE URBAN CENTER DISTRICT AS AN ACCESSORY STRUCTURE ON A LOT WITH NO PRIMARY STRUCTURE 2.5 FEET WITHIN THE SETBACK REQUIREMENTS ON EITHER SIDE OF THE 
NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED:
PROPERTY, CONTINGENT UPON THE APPLICANT REMAINING IN COMPLIANCE WITH ALL OTHER APPLICABLE ORDINANCES AND REGULATIONS OF THE CITY OF JEANNETTE, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO BUILDING AND CODE ENFORCEMENT, ALONG WITH THE CONDITION THAT THE ONLY PROPERTY TO BE STORED UNDER THE CARPORT SHALL BE NO MORE THAN TWO (2) MOTORIZED VEHICLES.
- All present were in favor
ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made by Radomski and seconded by D’Orazio to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 PM.

- All present were in favor
